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RUSSIA, prush'a, from
1871 until 1918 a king-
dom of the German Em-
pire, the largest, wealth-
iest and most important
of the German states. Its
king, an hereditary mon-
arch of the Hohenzollern
family, was emperor of
Germany, and Berlin, its
^Lj capital city, -was also the
seat of government for
the whole empire. In
Prussia the German mili-
tary spirit had its most
vigorous expression, and
throughout the World
War the Prussian kingdom was the dominat-
ing section of the empire.
With an area of 134,616 square miles be-
fore the war, Prussia covered three-fourths
of the empire, almost encircling the grand
duchies of Mecklenburg and Oldenburg, the
duchies of Anhalt and Brunswick, the Lippe
and Waldeck principalities, and the free
cities of Hamburg, Bremen and Lubeek. It
comprised fourteen provinces. After the
war, while Prussia remained the largest divi-
sion of Germany, its importance decreased,
as will be seen from the territorial seizures
described below.
By the terms of the Treaty of Versailles
(1919), Prussia was to be deprived of over
30,000 square miles of its original territory.
To Poland were ceded outright Posen and the
province of West Prussia on the lejit bank of
the Vistula River. Because of the protests
of the Germans the allies consented to a'
plebiscite in Silesia to determine what portion
of that province should be ceded to Poland.
The Prussian city of Danzig, on the Baltic
Sea, was made a free port under guarantee of
the league of nations. Bast Prussia was iso-
lated from the rest of Germany, and the south-
eastern third of that province was to have its
nationality determined by vote of the people.
Other boundaries between East Prussia and
Poland were also to be determined in like
manner. In addition, the Danish part of
Hehleswig, belonging to the province of
Schleswig-Holstein, reverted to Denmark,
Reduced to 113,012 square miles of terri-
tory by the cessions imposed, Prussia was yet
the most powerful member of the German
republic that was founded in 1919 on the
rains of the empire, and it continued to exert
 a profound influence on the government.
However, in 1934 the Nazi government of
Germany, which had overthrown the republic,
obliterated state lines and proclaimed a cen-
tralized control of the whole country as a
single state. Population, 1933, 39,934,011.
History. The historical development of
the Prussian kingdom is closely associated
with two important elements. The first of
these is found in the growth in power of the
electorate of Brandenburg, which formed the
nucleus of the future kingdom of Prussia.
The second is associated with the rule of the
Hohenzollern family, under whose skilful
guidance the small electorate of Brandenburg
grew into an important kingdom.
The Prussians were a Slavonic people, in-
habiting the coast territory between the Vis-
tula and the Niemen. Their neighbors, the
Poles, endeavored to convert them to Chris-
tianity, and to this end conquered the whole
country, with the aid of the Teutonic Knights
(1283). As the price of their assistance, the
knights claimed the conquered territory, and
established themselves in castles and walled
cities. Their rule was finally overturned by
the combined forces of the Prussians and the
Poles, and in 1466 West Prussia was ceded
to Poland and East Prussia was held by the
Teutonic Knights as a fief of Poland, A
member of the Hohenzollern family came to
power in East Prussia in 1511, and he suc-
ceeded in having the state declared a duchy,
with himself as hereditary ruler. When the
line of his descendants failed, in 1618, the
duchy of Prussia was added to Brandenburgf
which was ruled by a member of another
branch of the Hohenzollern family, John-
Sigismund.
John Sigismund was succeeded in 1619 by
his son, George William, who proved unequal
to the crisis of affairs in Germany, brought
about by the Thirty Years' War, The elec-
torate suffered severely in this struggle, and
^vhen Frederick William I, called the Great
Elector, came to the throne in 1640, he found
his territory occupied by a Swedish force.
Frederick William may be regarded as the
virtual founder of the Prussian monarchy.
He made Brandenburg a military state and
won for it recognition from the powers of
Europe. The Great Elector, on his death
in 1688, was succeeded by Ms son Frederick,
who in 1701 was crowned first king of Prus-
sia. He was succeeded by his son, Frederick
William I, whose reign, which lasted until

